The Certainty of God’s Love
Throughout the book of Romans, Paul has argued that God counts us as righteous
because of what Christ has done. Even though we sometimes sin, those sins are counted
against the old self that was crucified with Christ; our sins do not count against who we are
in Christ. We have an obligation to fight sin — not in order to be saved, but because we
are already children of God. In the last part of chapter 8, Paul turns his attention to our
glorious future.

Wed 29 June. Romans 8 verses 18-21. All creation is waiting for us
The Christian life is not easy. Fighting sin is not easy. Enduring persecution is not easy.
Coping with day-to-day life in a fallen world, with corruptible bodies, has its difficulties.
Nevertheless, Paul says, “our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory
that will be revealed in us” (verse 18). Just as there was for Jesus, there is joy set before
us — a future so wonderful that our current trials will seem minor.

Things to think about
•
•

How do you envision the glory that will be revealed in us? (verse 18) What
will we be like?
Where do you see first fruits of the Spirit in your life? How does that
translate into hope for you?

But we are not the only ones who will benefit. Paul says that there is a cosmic significance
to God’s plan being worked out in us: “For the creation waits in eager expectation for the
children of God to be revealed” (verse 19). The creation not only wants to see us in glory
— the creation itself will also be blessed with change when God’s plan is brought to
completion, as Paul says in the next verses: “For the creation was subjected to
frustration…in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and
brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God” (verses 20-21).
The creation is now in decay, but that is not the way it is supposed to be. But at the
resurrection, when we are given the glory that rightly belongs to God’s children, the
universe will somehow be freed from its bondage, too. The entire universe has been
redeemed by the work of Jesus Christ (Colossians 1:19-20).
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Song: All creation is a song
By Graham Kendrick and Paul Baloche © 2005 Integrity’s Hosanna Music/Thank You
Music
All creation is a song
Waiting to be sung
All of nature like a prayer
Waiting for a tongue
For who will give it voice
And make its anthem ring
Or rise to lead a choir
Of all created things?
Lord hear your people sing
Blessing honour glory power
To Creations' King
Songs of earth and songs of heaven
Join as one to bring
Blessing honour glory power
To Creations' King
All the nations are a song
Waiting to be sung
Every instrument and voice
Created for the One
The Maker of all things
The Majesty above
Who bought us back from death
With such a costly love
What praise could be enough?

Prayer
We thank you, our Father, for these mighty promises.
We know that one day these words, which are essentially forms and empty sounds to us,
will be filled with a content that is beyond description. You will astonish our minds and our
hearts by what you have prepared.
We pray that we may understand this, and thus be able to endure patiently and with
thanksgiving what we are going through now, knowing that it is the very suffering that is
working and producing the glory.
We ask in Jesus' name, Amen.
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